A provisional programme
September: The Early Modern Period. Shakespeare’s Othello, between two worlds, the old and the new. Jealousy and envy as universal invariant constants in an ever changing world.

October: The first English novel, Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and its significance. The justification of Empire, Colonialism and individualism?

November: Sir Walter Scott, the first Historical Novel and the Romantic 
Movement. The creation of the Gothic, Mary Shelly.
December: The Victorian Novel; Charles Dickens and the novel as social critique. A Christmas Carol; the use of sentimentality and pathos as a literary conceit.

January: Modernism: D. H. Lawrence, James Joyce, and the expression of the inner self.
February: H.G. Wells, Aldous Huxley, George Orwell and the dystopian novel.

March: Moral ambiguity and the loss of certainty, Graham Greene.

April: Fantasy as allegory of the contemporary. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the third way.

May: Contemporary voices; the voice of the underclass, brutal realism and streams of consciousness; Irvine Welsh, Trainspotting and James Kelman, How late it was, how late.

